Questions regarding vaccine safety and their purported link to the rise in cases of autism continue to be asked frequently at well child checks in the office.  Unfortunately if you Google information on immunization safety, you are most likely going to be linked to an anti-vaccine Web site, and many of these are based on anecdotes or the author’s biases, not scientific data.  In an effort to provide a balanced, scientific approach to this pressing concern, we offer the following links to web sites that contain information that we feel you can trust.  We appreciate the struggle that many of you find yourself in regarding this hot button issue, but we remain committed to the importance of the vaccine program and its ability to keep your children safe from a multitude of deadly or disabling diseases, and we appreciate the opportunity to partner with you in the care of your children.  Please continue to feel free to discuss these concerns with any of us at checkups.

Responding to concerns regarding vaccinations (Immunization Action Coalition)
	http://www.immunize.org/safety/
Ari Brown’s Article on Vaccine Safety
http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2068.pdf
CHOP’s Vaccine Safety Page (has a variety of handouts including individual papers on the autism/ vaccine controversy and concerns regarding there being too any vaccines)
	http://www.chop.edu/service/vaccine-education-center/home.html	
American Academy of Pediatrics Handout on Vaccine Ingredients
	http://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/immunizations/pages/Vaccine-Ingredients-Frequently-Asked-Questions.aspx
Childrens’ Hospital Medical Center of Cincinnati responds to concerns regarding the safety of vaccinations (this includes an extensive Q&A discussion and a videolink featuring Robert Frenck, MD, from the Division of Infectious Diseases)
	http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/about/news/hot-topics/immunizations.htm
The CDC’s page on all topics related to vaccine safety
	http://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/index.html




